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Well-suited for Art

Michael Gathreth and Jack Massing,
better kntran a5 thie Al Caunys, Conquersd
the pop art world with an unusual offer-
ing: They created a concepiual piece that
combsined fashion, adwerlising and rsecha
in their most celebrated project to date,
“SUITS: The Clothes Make the Man.

irrepressibde mawvericks of the ar
vacndld, the Art Guys wse visual pranis and
weordplays 1o celebrate art. Creating their
onen special brand of expression seams o
come casy. Explaining what they create,
on the oher hand, appears o ba, well,
difficult at best for the talented par, “I%
hard to explain, bemg an artist. Ve ¢on't
do one style like painting or sculpting
Wiz really don't know how to define it,”
Sy Galbreth. Some define 1 as true
artistec geEmius,

The fwia arty Houstonians teamed up
while they wend Studends at the Unesarsity
ol Houston in 1983 and created & foim of
post-concepiual performance art. " Our
woork 5 more a reflection of our personali-
s, It reflects our semsibdvbes © Galbnath
explaand. “We'ne SERoUs alout wnat we
o, even if il B humonous,”

S0 how did the inventive duo come
ap with the SUNTS idea? The Guys were
inspired by the increasing wisibility of coe
podate sponsors at athletic events and dis-
appointed by dwinding public support for
the aris. What ele was left but 1o sel
advesrtsing space on their own bodies?

in 1997, they aed wocld-renceamed
fashion designer Todd Oldham (o dewgn a
oaif ol comenaine, Oray. Wool husness
suits. Beamwhile, over the course of a year,
the Guns conmtacted nearly 800 poiential
sporsors 10 advertse on ther Saits. I
became a game 10 see how mary nejction
ketters they could get from the same com-
pary. Bventualky though, 56 companies
signed wp for a total of 62 ads that would
be erribeosdiened on the surface of thew suils.
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" O of the selling points 1o Lhe o
panies was that not anly would we wear
thwe suits Tor a year, but that they would
probably end up being exhabited 0 a
grallery oF MUSsEUrm SOmewnere Tha adver=
tremants would lve on,” Says hMassang

The Guys wowed to wear the suets for
a Tl year aed i, I:u_'l:_||rlr'||r':|:‘; i 19498 fhl:':r'
made spectacies of themsehes at verued
throughout the world, They appeared at
ary and all events as human Bellboards col-
orfully covered in advertising logas.

Th IrTSgInaLne |]|3-rr-:‘.|r|'|'.-e=r"=. SLICCESS-
fully fulfillad the one-year adwerbising Con-
tract and completed an associated proma-
tional 1ow wath apprarances on PBS, CBS
and CHM and in Tirmes Square, s Uiy
exhibited thes suits during an esght-hour
mack fashion shonw.

“The SUMS project was definiely
poditicad and Rad 2 ot of statements o i, ®
s3y Galbreth and Massing. “Its not what
you says 115 how you say IL° The SUITS
project was the most difficult and intimi-
dativy work of art they bad ever under-
taken, bt it was more swooessful than
they had thowght it would be
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The SUITS project was a decoratie
Wy 10 mix e glamgur of nigh fashion
with corporate strategies tor marketing
wiale, at the same time, mowng the An
Guys toward establishing themselves as
creative geniuses

The ems from the “5UITS: The
Clothes Make the Man™ project are
now part of the Museum of Fine Arts,
Houwstons permanent collection. The
Guys say they truly ane honored 1o have
the suits displayed in their hametown
museurn. And the suits will engoy a life
well beyond the one year the Guys waore
LT

The exhabifion léatunes the suils
themselves, along wath the sharts, over-
coals and tees dessgned by Houstonian
Selven O'Keel larmon, The Collecison
accompansed by a documentary wideo,
photographs, drawangs, preparatony col-
lages and “The Waibkng Wall,™ an anthal
oqgy ol &2 repection letiers from COrpora-
tsarts that dechned 10 advertise on thair
suits. The exhibiison will be on v af
e MEAH'S Alice Pratt Brown Gallery and
Garden through Mov. 4. th
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